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The Fountains High School  ensures everyone achieves through a  wide range of  creat ive 

and personal ised learn ing opportunit ies ,  promot ing successful  outcomes for al l .  We 

bel ieve that  al l  young people deserve the very best  education and have the r ight  to 

access the same experie nces and opportunit ies  as any other ch i ld or young adult .   

I t  is  our  responsib i l i ty to fac i l i tate a  wide range of  experiences for our pupi ls  to ensure 

they a l l  have posit ive  outcomes and become:  

  

The curricu lum has been designed to promote and sustain  a th irst  for knowledge and 

understanding,  whi lst  ensuring that  al l  learners are  promoted to be as independent as 

possible  and the Home & Blended Learning Pol icy aims to support  this  process.  

Home learn ing encompasses work  set  to be completed outs ide the t imetabled 

curricu lum such as with t radit ional  homework and a lso work included in  the t imetabled 

curricu lum where a student cannot attend school  for  whatever reason. Blended 

learning is  where a student attends school on a  part -t ime basis  with  addit ional  

curricu lum-based work being avai lab le at  home.  

In  al l  cases i t  enhances student learning,  improves achievement and develops students ’  

s tudy ski l l s  and as  such is  an  integral  part  of  the curr iculum.  

INTRODUCTION  



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

At Fountains High School we recognise the crucial  importance of an active 

educational partnership between home and school.  Home  learning is  one of 

the ways in which we seek to foster this partnership.  Home  learning 

encompasses a whole variety of activit ies instigated by teachers and parents 

to support our students’  learning.  

 

AIMS 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Range:   

Pupi ls  are given the opportunit ies to  develop knowledge, ski l l s  and understanding 

through the fo l lowing ranges:  

▪ Al l  students are  g iven a home learn ing plan that  has targets and act ions that  

have been specif ical ly  selected to enable  the student to  work towards meet ing 

the EHCP object ives.  

▪ Reading tasks  set  through the onl ine myON platform. 

▪ Engl ish and Maths curr iculum support  act iv it ies  set  through the onl ine iXL 

p latform. 

▪ Engl ish and Maths curr iculum support  act iv it ies  set  through the onl ine Educat ion 

City  platform.  

▪ Pract ica l  act iv it ies designed to  develop funct ional  l i fe ski l l s  and indepen dence.  

▪ Onl ine mater ials  and act iv it ies through the Teams Classroom platform.  

▪ Functional  Ski l l s  and GCSE assessments  and bespoke learn ing p lans are accessed 

v ia the onl ine p latform,  BKSBLIVE 2 .  

▪ Physical  work packs suitable for the student's  needs.   

Whole School  Approach/Implementation:  

At Fountains High School ,  hom e learn ing del ivery is  based on our pupi l 's  specif ic  

support  needs and focuses on 3 core areas:  Engl ish ,  Maths and funct ional  l i fe ski l ls .  

Work set  wi l l  take the form of  engaging onl ine act iv it ie s that  support  the Engl ish and 

Maths curricu lum as wel l  as pract ica l  act iv it ies designed to work on developing pupil ' s  

funct ional  l i fe ski l ls  to  ass ist  in  advancing their  independence in the future.  Where a  

student is  undertaking b lended learning or remote  learn ing,  they wi l l  a lso receive 

addit ional  work v ia  Microsoft  Teams Classrooms or via physica l  work packs  in  l ine  with  

the regular curricu lum routine (see Blended Learning below).  

Reading wil l  be a  part icu lar focus as research has shown that  regular  read ing helps  

develop students '  cognit ive  abi l it ies .  Students who read prof iciently have an eas ier 

t ime absorbing and processing new informat ion, which can improve learning across 

the curricu lum.  

This pol icy considers  that  our pupils  are indiv iduals with indiv idual  needs that  require 

d if ferent support  methods.  Homework complet ion is  encouraged and consistently  

rewarded through the school reward system E -Praise ,  however,  i t  is  not  compulsory.  

Where addit ional  homework is  requested by parents or pupils  the school  wil l  faci l i tate 

th is .    

RANGE & IMPLEMENTATION  



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Students  are set  homework on a fortn ight ly bas is .  Developing  funct ional  l i teracy and 

numeracy ski l l s  is  a core focus and tasks wil l  be set  on the onl ine p latform iXL or  BKSB 

that  d irect ly corre lates to work being completed in school during these lessons.  In  

focusing upon reading,  pupi ls  wi l l  be set  reading tasks on the onl ine p latform MyOn,  

th is  wi l l  come in  the form of  a set  onl ine book,  a writ ing task and a graphic organiser 

based on comprehension.  In  addit ion to th is,  pupi ls  wi l l  be set  a pract ical  act iv ity 

designed to develop their  funct ional  l i fe ski l ls ,  social  sk i l l s  or  community -based 

learning ski l ls ,  to increase pupi l ' s  independence in adulthood.  

Incent ives for  homework:  

Although homework is  no t  compulsory,  i t  i s  act ively encouraged and rewarded upon 

complet ion. Fountains High School ut i l i ses the E -Praise  system to  reward pupils  for 

outstanding work with in lessons,  their  effort  levels ,  their  school community  sp ir i t  and 

their  endeavours in  homewo rk complet ion.  

Pupi ls  who make consistent efforts to complete homework can a lso be dist inguished 

by being se lected as the class star of  the week ,  recognised in  a whole  school  assembly 

where they can share their  work and/ or have a postcard  sent home and be recognised 

for their  efforts .   

Assessment:   

Teacher assessment is  ut i l i sed  to assess homework handed in .  Feedback is  g iven 

d irect ly to  the pupi ls  and bui lt  into  future lessons.  

In  l ine with the School 's  Marking and Feedback Pol icy,  not  a l l  submitted  written work 

needs to be qual ity marked in detai l  by the teacher;  however,  i t  is  important that  

work complet ion is  tracked so that  pupils  who are not engaging with  the work set  can 

be appropriate ly supported.  It  i s  important to remember that  feedback is  c onsidered 

so that  learn ing,  rather than simply provis ion,  i s  taking p lace.  The nature of  marking 

and feedback that  is  given wi l l  depend on the type of  work completed and the method 

of  submiss ion.   

The School’s  Marking and Feedback Pol icy  should be fo l lowe d as the overal l  

f ramework on which to base our approach.    

Staff  should  consider  how students  can be formal ly  assessed so  that  progress can be 

ef fect ive ly monitored and intervent ion can be put in  p lace where necessary.   

Sel f -assessment  may be an integral  part  of  a blended learn ing approach;  however,  for  

th is  to be effect ive,  pupi ls  must  be able to  accurately and conf ident ly se lf -assess their  

work and progress.  Therefore,  c lear gu idance and expectat ions re lat ing to this  wi l l  

need to be provided by teachers .  

HOMEWORK 



 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Definit ion  

"At its  s implest ,  blended learning is  the thoughtful  integration of  c lassroom face -to-

face learning experiences  with onl ine learning exper iences."  

 Garr ison and Kanuka,  2004  
   

 

Types of  Blended Learning  

Face-to-Face Time with Pupi ls    

This i s  the most tradit ional  form of  teaching and learn ing.  It  i s  a ‘teacher -centred’  

method of  educat ion and takes p lace in school ,  in  person. Pupi ls  benef it  f rom 

increased levels  of  interact ion with  their  peers,  as well  as  with their  teacher,  and are 

a l lowed the opportunity to socia l ise  with fel low pupi ls.  In  face -to-face learn ing,  

students are held accountable for their  progress at  the speci f ic t ime the lesson is  

taking p lace,  for example,  through the use of  AfL techniques .   

Onl ine or  Remote Learning   

The School’s  p latform s for shar ing onl ine resources and sett ing work wi l l  be Microsoft  

Teams Classroom. Pupils  wil l  a lso be able  to return/submit  completed tasks through 

th is  platform. It  i s  recognised that  a considerable amo unt of  engaging and effect ive 

work has  been set  through other  platforms such as the Oak Academy and BBC Bitesize .  

The cont inued use of  these p latforms is  consistent with th is  pol icy and to be 

encouraged.  However,  for  consistency resources and l inks associ ated with the work 

on a lternat ive p latforms are  posted on Microsoft  Teams Classroom instead of  being 

sent separately .  Work set  onl ine should,  wherever poss ible,  be easy to complete 

without  a printed worksheet .  

BLENDED LEARNING  



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Asynchronous Learning  

Asynchronous learn ing is  learn ing that  doesn't  necessar i ly  happen at  the same t ime 

for the teacher and the pupils .  There is  no real -t ime interact ion;  the learn ing 

resources are created and made avai lab le  for  pupils  to  use later  on. T he main features 

of  asynchronous learning are:   

▪ resources and act iv it ies del ivered onl ine,  e .g .  through Microsoft  Teams 

Classroom;  

▪ recorded lessons/video instruct ion/podcasts;   

▪ f l ipped learning -  pupils  engage with the mater ia l  before discuss ions in c lass .  

Synchronous Learning   

Synchronous learning is  teaching and learning that  happens where the teacher is  

present at  the same t ime as the pupils ,  meaning that  there is  real -t ime interact ion 

between them. The main features  of  synchronous learn ing are  l ive ,  streamed lessons  

or pre-recorded lessons where the teacher is  avai lable at  a set  predetermined t ime.  

Hard Copy Physica l  Resources  

Feedback f rom pupils ,  parents and teachers,  fol lowing the provis ion of  paper packs,  in  

June 2020, to  Years 7 ,  8 and 9,  ind icates that  engagement in work increased. This  i s  

l ike ly s ince using paper,  in  their  learning at  home,  most c losely  repl icates what th e 

learning process is  l ike in school .  At  Fountains High School ,  hard copy physica l  

resources include:   

▪ paper packs and work booklets;   

▪ sensory packs;   

▪ resources needed for  projects ,  games and act iv it ies ,  for example,  music,  art ,  

D&T, etc.  

 

BLENDED LEARNING continued…  



 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Al l  students  have been g iven a home learning p lan  that  has targets and act ions that  

have been specif ical ly  selected to enable  the student to  work towards meet ing the 

EHCP object ives.  The act iv it ies  fo l low the Home Learnin g Approaches -  P lanning 

f ramework provided by the Educat ion Endowment Foundation,  which set  out 

metacognit ive strategies that  support  student learn ing  (see below).  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/publ ic/f i les/Publ icat ions/Covid -

19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_ -

_Planning_framework.pdf  (see below).  

Kaleidoscope 

Students are g iven hard copy  physica l  work packs with the addit ion of  act iv it ies on the 

Teams Classrooms that  are l inked to the medium -term planning,  long term planning 

and sequencing documents that  is  taking p lace in school .   

Main School   

Teachers wi l l  provide planning and lesson act iv it ies for their  usual  groups fo l lowing 

their  establ ished t imetable.  These wi l l  be  uploaded to  the students’  Classroom on 

Microsoft  Teams. The planning and lessons wil l  fo l low the medium -term planning,  long 

term planning and sequencing documents as it  would  do if  teaching the lesson face to 

face.  The learning opportunit ies provided on Teams can and should include a variety 

of  act iv it ies,  including recorded teaching t ime. These may be onl ine and off l ine away 

f rom the screen e.g.  writ ing a  storyboard,  descr ib ing the weather ,  drawing the phases  

of  the moon.  Please be mindfu l  of  the resources/ stat ionery that  students have at  

home.   

▪ Staff  who are  scheduled to be working from home wi l l  provide support  and 

feedback to  students  and their  parents working from home.  

▪ Staff  who are  in  the physical  c lassroom wi l l  provide support  and feedback to 

students in  the classroom.  

Assessment wi l l  be carr ied out us ing assessment  cr iter ia  on Earwig Assessment,  BKSB, 

Accelerated Reader  and iXL.  Longer-term gaps wi l l  be identi f ied via data analysis ,  data  

d ia logues and key stage act ion p lans and addressed via curriculum planning over  the 

medium term and school improvement plan.  

HOME LEARNING APPROACH  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_-_Planning_framework.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_-_Planning_framework.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_-_Planning_framework.pdf
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The P lanning Framework provided by the Education Endowment Foundat ion,  which 

sets out metacognit ive strategies that  support  student learn ing .  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/publ ic/f i les/Publ icat ions/Covid -

19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_ -

_Planning_framework.pdf   

 

EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION Continued…  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_-_Planning_framework.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_-_Planning_framework.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Resources_for_schools/Home_learning_approaches_-_Planning_framework.pdf


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Leadership Team 

▪ Develop, monitor and evaluate  the whole  school  st rategy for  blended and 

d istance learn ing;   

▪ Communicate with,  and provide support  to,  departments,  staff ,  pupi ls  and 

parents ,  to  ensure effect ive implementat ion of  b lended and d istance learn ing;   

▪ Provide opportunit ies for appropr iate CPD train ing to ensure that  staff  are  able 

to  del iver b lended and d istance learning effect ively;   

▪ Ensure accountabi l i ty  of  the home learning and b lended learning process,  

through qual ity assurance processes .   

Subject  and Key Stage  Leaders 

▪ Lead and support  the school  in  the design and development of  high -qual ity 

b lended and home learn ing exper iences for pupi ls ,  by ensuring that  subject  

p lans are  f it  for  purpose and audience;   

▪ Monitor and evaluate  the provis ion of  b lended and home learning through 

departmental  sel f -eva luat ion;   

▪ Communicate with pupils  and parents ,  as  appropr iate,  to ensure engagement  

and progress with the blended and home learn ing exper ience;    

▪ Disseminate excel lent pract ice amongst  col leagues,  both formally  and 

informal ly .    

Teachers  

▪ Ensure that  home learn ing  is  being set  and recorded  

▪ Ensure that  t ime scales for complet ion and submission are expl ici t  

▪ Control  the direct ion of  homework and the nature of  the tasks  being  undertaken 

▪ Ensure that  tasks  are  made c lear to  pupi ls  and matched to their  ab i l i t ies a nd 

specif ic needs  

▪ Recognise,  reward and celebrate the regular complet ion of  home  learn ing.  

▪ Note and respond to  queries f rom parents  

▪ Cont inue to str ive to  del iver consistently  excel lent  lessons in accordance with 

the Teaching & Learning pol icy  

▪ Engage with CPD training to ensure prof ic iency in del iver ing effect ive b lended 

and home learn ing  

▪ Collaborate with col leagues to design  and develop h igh -qual ity b lended and 

d istance learn ing experiences for pupi ls,  in  accordance with departmental  p lan s 

▪ Plan and del iver blended and d istance learn ing exper iences for al l  pupi ls ,  

including those with complex learning needs,  ensur ing that  pupils ’  needs are 

fu l ly catered for  

▪  

ROLES 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

▪ Communicate with,  and provide t imely feedback to,  pupi ls  in  l ine with  the 

School’s  Marking and Feedback Pol icy  

▪ Carefu l ly  monitor pupils ’  work complet ion and deadl ine compl iance  

▪ Communicate with pupils  and parents ,  as  appropr iate,  to ensure engagement  

and progress with the blended and home learn ing exper ience.  

Learning Supp ort Staff  

▪ Provide support  and ass istance to departments and teachers  

▪ Assist  with implementation of  pupi ls’  Home Learning P lans so that their  needs 

are ful ly catered for through b lended and home learning.    

Students and Parents  

▪ L isten to home learn ing instruct ions g iven in  c lass (where appropriate) ,  

recording tasks set  at  face-to-face lesson s in  school,  not ing the due date for  

complet ion;  

▪ Engage with a l l  work set  and g ive it  their  best  and with  honesty .  

▪ Inform the c lass  teacher of  any d if f icult ies  

▪ Dedicate appropr iate  t ime to distance learn ing,  to complete  the tasks,  set  by the 

due date;    

▪ Check Teams Classroom for information on tasks,  ass ignments and resources 

dai ly,  throughout the school  week;    

▪ Ident ify a comfortable and quiet  space to  study/learn;    

▪ To disp lay a posit ive att itude towards home learning .  

▪ To share the importance and value of  homework with their  ch i ldren.  

▪ I f  parents  have any problems or quest ions about home learn ing ,  they should,  in  

the f i rst  instance,  contact  the chi ld ’s  c lass teacher  during school t imes .  

 

ROLES Continued…  



 
 

 

 
 

 

  

  

For a b lended learn ing approach to be effect ive,  i t  i s  of  cr it ica l  importance that  a l l  

pupi ls  engage with the process  to the best  abi l ity to do so .  Therefore,  students  and 

parents  must  have a secure understanding of  what  they have to do and by when.   

D if ferent iat ion,  a  comprehensive  overview and c lear instruct ion wil l  be of  cr it ica l  

importance,  to enable pupi ls  to balance work completed in school and at  home.  

We expect  that  pupils  wi l l  engage with th is  approach to teaching and learning and 

exceptional  levels of  engagement can be celebrated by departments in  a lready 

establ ished ways.   

We must  recognise that  pupils  may be having di f f icu lty in  adapting to th is  way of  

working or st ruggle with barriers to learn ing,  e.g .  SEND, lack of  space to work at  

home; unrel iable  broadband or l imited ICT provis ion;  etc.  Therefore,  it  is  important to  

t ry  and establ ish what these barr iers are  and how we might help  to remove them. 

Communicat ion with pupi ls  in  school and with parents at  home wil l  be  an important 

way of  address ing these issues.   

 

ENGAGEMENT 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework is  set  to incorporate a wide range of  cross -curricu lar subjects and to meet 

the needs of  pupi ls  as ind iv iduals .  A l l  students have  equal  access  to homework 

regardless of  their  learn ing need,  gender  or  ethnicity .  This is  monitored by analys ing 

pupil  performance throughout  the school to  ensure that  there is  no disparity between 

groups .  

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES  


